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Dear Pelican Parents, 

 

I am Maricatherine Penny, and I will be your child’s teacher this year. This is my fifth year at 

CMP-Carmichael teaching TK/Kindergarten. I have been an elementary teacher since 2007 and 

discovered my love of the Montessori Method while teaching at Mustard Seed School. I am 

originally from Arkansas, but have enjoying living in California since 2003. When I’m not in the 

classroom, I enjoy traveling, cooking, gardening, music, theatre, and spending time with my 

friends. Although at our school the teachers go by their first name, mine is quite long for young 

children to say repetitively, so I will be going by Ms. Penny. 

 

The teaching assistant in our classroom is Ms. Sylvi. She is from Seattle and a mother of three 

grown children. She moved here in 2013 and began her work at CMP as an assistant in lower 

elementary. She has worked over 16 years in education and is a Montessori trained teacher’s 

assistant. She enjoys cooking, and baking cupcakes. She also enjoys working with the 

kindergarteners so much that she is returning this year for her fifth year in the Pelican class. We 

are both very excited that she is such an important part of our classroom.  

 

It is with great anticipation and excitement that we look forward to this new school year. In our 

classroom, we strive to create a collaborative atmosphere among parents, teachers, and students 

to ensure the overall success of the class as a whole. Together, we will prepare a welcoming 

learning experience for your children in a peaceful and purposeful environment.  We understand 

this requires a respectful commitment from all of us.  

 

Part of this commitment includes your participation as parents. If you and your children enjoy 

back-to-school shopping, you may wish to purchase or provide a small donation to our 

classroom. Please refer to the student supply list for items you could contribute this year.  To 

make this classroom successful, we need your support wherever you can contribute either in 

contributing to group supplies or by providing a specialized item from our wish list.  

  

After a normalization period (about 6-8 weeks), when the children are comfortable with the 

classroom routine, we will begin to offer opportunities for parents to come into the classroom to 

provide support and volunteer hours. Such opportunities could include: reading with students, 

providing demonstrations of specialized skills/abilities, sharing different cultural backgrounds or 

languages, chaperoning field trips, or helping in the Sensory Garden, Art Room, or Library. All 

of these volunteer opportunities will be clearly explained at Back to School Night on Tuesday, 

August 21, 2017 from 5:30pm–7:00pm. 

  

Please refer to the school uniform guidelines before shopping for clothes, shoes, lunchboxes and 

backpacks. Remember, there will be times when a large backpack will be necessary, but for their 

kindergarten year they will not be carrying anything more then a lunchbox, a jacket or sweater, 

and some paperwork to and from school. The large backpacks only make things difficult to 

manipulate and provides temptation for bringing toys to school. We therefore request each child 

bring a tote bag instead.  
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We would also like to inform you of some important upcoming dates.  

 

o August 14th is our Meet and Greet.  Ms. Sylvi and I will be in the Pelican classroom from 

1:00 to 4:00 in an open house atmosphere.  You are encouraged to bring any donations from 

the supply list at this time, as well as items for your child’s cubby.  This is a great 

opportunity to walk through the events of the following morning and help ease the nerves of 

the first day of school.  

o August 15th is our First Day of School! Students need to be in the classroom by 8:30. Please 

say your goodbyes outside the door, and join Ms. Laurien, the principal, for a Boo-Hoo 

Breakfast in the Pacific Room to meet other parents and “commiserate” with each other. This 

will be a nice time for bonding. Often the first day of Kindergarten is more difficult on the 

parents than the children. 

o Tuesday, August 21st, from 5:30-7:00, we will have our Back to School Night. At 5:30, our 

principal, Ms. Laurien, will meet with all the families for a general meeting in the John Smith 

Hall. Then we will proceed to the classroom where we will be presenting what to expect for 

the upcoming year. This evening is an adult only meeting, so please arrange for childcare. 

Please feel free to print in advance and go over the classroom Policies & Procedures as well 

as the Parent Participation Opportunities which are also posted on the school website under 

our class link. At Back to School Night we will be reviewing these documents and answering 

any questions that may come up. You will also have a chance to sign up for parent 

participation opportunities.  

 

If you cannot attend this meeting, please email me at mpenny@cacmp.org so we can arrange a 

time to meet and discuss this very important information. 

 

We look forward to having a great year! 

 

Ms. Penny and Ms. Sylvi 
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